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(54) Cases for recording media 

(57) A case for containing a tape cas- 
sette comprises a tray 2 with a lid 3, the 
tray being internally divided by an 
interrupted wall 6 into a cassette com- 
partment 7 and an extra compartment 
8. Undercut ribs 4 and complementary 
grodves in the lid 3 and the tray 2, 
respectively, enable the case to be 
releasably interengaged with other 
such cases. The extra compartment 8 
receives informative or promotional 
material. 



2129779 

4/4 



5-ss 



30- 




31 




Fig. I I. 



Fig. 12. 




Fig. 13. 



GB 2 129 779 A 1 



SPECIFICATION 

Improvements in or relating to cases for recording 
media 

5 

According to the present invention, there is provided 
a case for containing a recording cassette, said case 
being substantially rectangular, longer than it is thick 
and wider than it is thick, the length and the width of 

10 the case being substantially eleven centimetres, and 
said case comprising a tray and a lid arranged to 
close said tray, whereby the interior of said tray 
comprises a cassette space for receiving said casset- 
te and an extra space side-by-side with said cassette 

15 space. 

In order that the invention may be clearly under- 
stood and readily carried into effect, reference will 
now be made, by way of example, to the accom- 
panying drawings, in which :- 
20 Figure 7 is a top perspective view of an opened 
case for containing a tape cassette. 

Figure 2 shows a top plan view of the case closed, 

Figure 3 shows an end view of the case closed. 

Figure 4 shows a top perspective view of an inlay 
25 card for insertion in the case, 

Figure 5 shows a front elevation of a secure 
display apparatus displaying a row of cases accord- 
ing to Figures 1 to 3, 

Figure 6 is a top plan view of the display appar- 
30 atus, but with a top wall and securing rods thereof 
removed for the sake of easy understanding, 

Figure 7 is a front elevation of part of the display 
apparatus, 

Figure 8 shows an end elevation of two closed 
35 cases interengaged, 

Figure 9 shows a top perspective view of an 
opened modified version of the case, 

Figure 10 shows a perspective view of a pivot 
bracket of a lid of the modified version, 
40 Figure 1 1 shows a complementary pivot mounting 
of a tray of the modified version, 

Figure 12 shows a vertical section through a side 
wall of the tray and side edges of the lid and an inlay 
card of the modified version closed, and 
45 Figure 13 shows a top perspective view of the 
inlay card for the modified version. 

Referring to Figures 1 to 3, the case 1 is for 
containing a standard, twin-pool, tape cassette (not 
shown) and includes a tray 2 with a lid 3 pivotally 
50 mounted at an end of the tray 2. The case 1 is 
substantially rectangular, its outside length dimen- 
sion being 109 mm., its outside width dimension 
being 109 mm., and its outside thickness dimension 
being 1 7 mm.. Along the whole length of the side 
55 edges of the lid 3 are laterally undercut ribs 4. The 
whole length of the side edges of the underneath 
surface of the tray 2 are formed undercut grooves 5, 
the cross-section of each of which is complementary 
to the cross-section of each rib 4. Thus, the ribs 4 of 
60 one case 1 can be slid longitudinally along the 

grooves 5 of another case 1 to interengage the cases, 
as illustrated in Figure 8, so that the cases 1 cannot 
be pulled apart except in a direction parallel to the 
ribs 4 and grooves 5. Cases 1 can therefore be 
65 interengaged in a continuous row if so desired. An 



interrupted dividing wall 6 divides the tray 2 into a 
cassette compartment 7 and an extra compartment 
8. The base of the tray 2 in the compartment 7 has 
formed integrally therewith two vertical securing 
70 guides 9 which are so located as to enter the 

sprocket holes of a tape cassette when the cassette is 
fitted in the compartment 7. The wall 6 is situated at 
40 mm. from the lid pivoting end of the tray 2 and its 
functions are to bear against the cassette fitted into 
75 the compartment 7 and to separate the compartment 
7 from the compartment 8 which can be used to 
contain marketing and/or promotional aids. The wall 
6 also serves to support the inlay card 10 (see Figure 
4) and the lid 3 when the lid 3 is closed. It is 
80 interrrupted in two places in order to permit easy 
extraction of the cassette from the compartment 7 
and of any items in the compartment 8. Short, 1 mm. 
square section, vertical ribs 1 1 moulded integrally at 
the insides of the side walls of the tray 2 in the 
85 compartment 7 press against the fitted cassette and 
help to stop the cassette from rattling in the case 1 . 
At its end edge nearer its pivot axis, the lid 3 is 
formed at its inside with a pocket 12 which receives 
the tape cassette in a conventional way. Extending 
90 perpendicularly and co-axially through the side walls 
of the tray 2 are respective bores 1 3 for receiving a 
securing rod 14 (see Figure 7). 

Referring to Figure 4, the inlay card 10 mainly lies 
face-to-face against the lid 3 which is advantageous- 
95 ly of transparent plastics material, but the card 10 is 
advantageously bent back upon itself at one end as 
at 15, in order to seat itself in the pocket 12 and about 
the cassette in the pocket. The other end of the card 
10 may include a planar extension flap ? 6 folded 
100 back flatly upon the remainder of the card 10, or a 
concertina-form extension 17 which would be 
housed in the compartment 8. 

Referring to Figures 5 to 7, the display apparatus 
shown comprises upper and lower horizontal walls 
105 18 and 19 formed with vertically aligned holes 20 for 
receiving the rods 14. In mounting the cases 1 
securely in the apparatus, the holes 13 are aligned 
with the holes 20 and the rods 14 are inserted 
therein. Then the cases 1 are swung about their 
110 respective rods 14 into positions in which they 

contact each other but slightly overlap each other as 
seen from the front of the apparatus. Then a rod 14' 
is inserted vertically into a pair of holes 20 immedi- 
ately in front of that end case 1 which is not itself 
1 1 5 overlapped as seen from the front, whereby the 

other cases 1 are trapped in position. To increase the 
security of the system, a long rod 21 can be passed 
horizontally through respective eyes 22 at the upper 
ends of the rods 14. 
120 The case shown in Figures 9 to 12 differs from that 
shown in Figures 1 to 3 in a number of respects. The 
pocket 12 has been completely dispensed with and 
instead the tray 2 has an end wall 23 near the top 
edge of which the lid 3 is pivotally mounted in the 
125 side walls 24 of the case 2. At the insides of the 
corners of the lid 3 nearer the wall 23 are moulded 
integrally with the lid 3 respective brackets 25 from 
which respective coaxial horizontal pivot pins 26 
project outwardly. These pins 26 are journalled in 
130 horizontal co-axial bores 27 formed in the respective 
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inside surfaces of the walls 24. Also formed in those 
inside surfaces are vertical channels 28 which extend 
from the top edges of the side walls 24 to the 
respective bores 27 and which gradually become 
5 shallower progressing towards the bores. Thus the 
pins 26 can be pushed down the channels 26, the 
plastics material of the walls 24 and the lid 3 yielding 
resiliency, until the pins 26 snap outwardly into the 
bores 27. The pins 26 are moulded integrally with the 

10 lid 3 and protrude from the brackets 25 by 2 mm.. 
The lid 3, when shut, sits on top of the opposite end 
wall 29 of the case 2 and on top of the wall 6. It is 
snapped shut by forcing undercut ribs 30 along three 
edges thereof over smooth moulded ribs 31 along 

1 5 the insides of the respective walls 24 and 29. Not 
only are the ribs 30 undercut at their outsides to 
receive the ribs 31, but they are also undercut at their 
insides to receive an inlay card 32. 
Referring to Figure 13, the card 32 comprises 

20 planar portions 33, 34 and 35 separated by folds and 
arranged to lie flatly against the lid 3, the wall 23 and 
the base of the compartment 7, respectively. The 
portion 35 is formed with slits 36 for receiving the 
guides 9. The inlay card 32, particularly on its surface 

25 placed against the lid 3, carries pre-printed informa- 
tion. 

The case 2 is advantageously made of transparent 
plastics to give all round visibility to the purchaser. 
Thus the purchaser can see the information display- 

30 ed on the inlay card underneath the lid 3 and can 
also see what is in the compartment 8. 

An advantage of the present case is that it 
improves the sales potential of a pre-recorded tape 
cassette. In particular, since the portion of the inlay 

35 card immediately beneath the lid 3 is square, it can 
be printed with a direct reduction of the gramophone 
record sleeve front, this representing an important 
saving in art work and other charges. Furthermore, 
the extra compartment 8 gives the recording com- 

40 pany the opportunity of incorporating any extra 
information sheets about the release, of a catalogue 
of products available, or redemption slips for mer- 
chandising, or, with straight-forward reduction from 
a gramaphone record insert or liner bag, the com- 

45 plete album lyrics. This, combined with the relatively 
large area available for printing on the inlay card, 
means that all, or nearly all, information can be 
reproduced from an album, including the complete 
sleeve back. However, unlike the album, the present 

50 case allows the inclusion in the compartment 8 of 
promotional sales aids, such as badges or tape 
cleaning equipment 

CLAIMS 

55 

1 . A case for containing a recording cassette, 
said case being substantially rectangular, longer 
than it is thick and wider than it is thick, the length 
and the width of the case being substantially eleven 

60 centimetres, and said case comprising a tray and a 
lid arranged to close said tray, whereby the interior 
of said tray comprises a cassette space for receiving 
said cassette and an extra space side-by-side with 
said cassette space. 

65 2. A case as claimed in Claim 1, wherein each of 



said length and said width is 109 millimetres. 

3. A case as claimed in Claim 1 or 2, wherein said 
tray is divided internally by a dividing wall into said 
cassette space and said extra space. 
70 4. A case as claimed in Claim 3, wherein said 
dividing wail is interrupted at a location along its 
length. 

5. A case as claimed in any preceding claim, and 
further comprising first and second bores extending 

75 co-axially through respective opposite side walls of 
said tray at said extra space for slidingly receiving an 
elongate securing member. 

6. A case as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein each of the top surface of said lid and the 

80 underneath surface of said tray is formed with 
engaging portions shaped to interengage with com- 
plementary engaging portions of another such case. 

7. A case as claimed in Claim 6, wherein the 
engaging portions on said lid comprise an under cut 

85 rib or an undercut groove and the engaging portions 
on said tray comprise an undercut groove or an 
undercut rib. 

8. A case as claimed in Claim 6, wherein the 
engaging portions on said lid comprise first and 

90 second undercut ribs or grooves extending along 
respective opposite edges of said top surface and 
the engaging portions on said tray comprise third 
and fourth undercut ribs or grooves extending along 
respective opposite edges of said underneath sur- 

95 face. 

9. A case as claimed in any preceding claim, and 
containing an inlay card part of which extends over 
the inside surface of said lid, which is transparent, 
said card being positioned by a cassette in said case. 

100 10. A case as claimed in Claim 9, wherein said 
part of said card has at its edge thereof nearest to 
said extra space a concertina-form extension for 
housing in said extra space. 

11. A case as claimed in any preceding claim, 
105 wherein said lid is pivotally mounted in respective 

opposite side walls of said tray near the top edge of 
an end wall of the tray, said lid being provided with 
co-axial pivots which are journalled in respective 
co-axial bores formed in the respective inside sur- 
110 faces of said respective opposite side walls of said 
tray. 

1 2. A case as claimed in Claim 1 1 , and further 
comprising in said respective inside surfaces of said 
opposite side walls of said tray, respective substan- 

1 1 5 tially vertical channels which extend from the top 
edges of said respective opposite side walls to the 
respective bores and which gradually become shal- 
lower progressing towards the bores, whereby said 
pivots can be pushed down said channels, said 

120 opposite side walls and/or said lid yielding resilient- 
ly, until the pivots snap outwardly into said bores. 

1 3. A case as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein said lid is arranged to be snapped shut by 
forcing a ridge, extending along an edge of the 

1 25 inside surface of said lid and undercut at its outside, 
over a relatively smooth ridge extending along a 
corresponding edge of one of the upright walls of 
said tray. 

14. A case as claimed in Claim 13 as appended to 
130 Claim 9, wherein not only is said ridge undercut at its 
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outside, but also at its inside to receive an edge of 
said card. 

15. A case as claimed in Claim 3 or 4, or any one 
of Claims 5 to 14 as appended to Claim 3, wherein, 

5 when shut, said lid sits on top of said dividing wall. 

16. A case as claimed in Claim 9 or 10, said inlay 
card being formed with apertures for receiving 
cassette guides of said case for positioning said 
card. 

10 17. A case for containing a recording cassette, 
substantially as hereinbefore described with refer- 
ence to Figures 1 to 3, or 9 to 12, of the accompany- 
ing drawings." 
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